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15,000 slave-owners. The disclosure was made in
a great speech by the Maharaja of Nepal in 1924,
when he announced his determination to undertake
the task of emancipating all the slaves of the kingdom
of Nepal, It is, then, to the Maharaja that we owe
the decision to set the slaves free, and to whom we
are indebted for one of the greatest speeches on the
abolition of slavery ever made in history.
Slave-owning and slave-trading had existed as
institutions from time immemorial in Nepal.    For
nearly a century the administrators of the country
had been slowly approaching the great decision to
abolish slavery.    During the last century partial
attempts were made, and from time to time some
sort of legislation was passed against these prac-
tices, but for all practical purposes it remained a
dead letter, owing to the deep-seated character of
the institution  and the strong  pro-slavery sym-
pathies   of the  population.   When  the  supreme
power passed into the hands of the present Prime
Minister, he decided that his first great task must
be the total abolition of slavery in all its forms.   As
the first step to carrying out this programme, the
Maharaja set on foot a general census of the slave
population.   This, coupled with another census in
1921, provided him with a complete register of the
skves and the slave-owners in the kingdom of Nepal.
The second step was the collation of all the laws and
ordinances dealing with slavery, and the third was
the collection of statistics showing the value of free